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STORMS SOAK EASTERN OKLAHOMA

MAY 8 - Heavy thunderstorms produced flooding
of low-lying areas in eastern Oklahoma.  Gusty
winds and dry weather sapped soil moisture
supplies in western counties.  Temperatures
topped 100 degrees Sunday in areas of the
Southwest district. Farmers had 4.4 days of
fieldwork during the week.

TOPSOIL MOISTURE BY PERCENT
Very
Short  Short Adequate Surplus

 This Week 1 8 83 8
 Last Week 2 12 75 11
 Last Year 0 2 80 18

SUBSOIL MOISTURE BY PERCENT
Very
Short  Short Adequate Surplus

 This Week 2 19 76 3
 Last Week 4 21 70 5
 Last Year 1 9 82 8

SMALL GRAINS:  Wheat was rated in mostly
good condition across the state.  Heading ranged
from 84 percent in the Panhandle to near 100
percent in the Southwest district.  Wheat in the
soft dough stage of development ranged from
none in the Panhandle to 34 percent in the
Southwest district.  Rust and yellow barley dwarf
disease were showing up in areas of the West
Central district.  Oats and rye remained in mostly
good condition.

SMALL GRAIN CONDITION
BY PERCENT

Very
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

 WHEAT
   This Week 1 3 18 63 15
   Last Week 1 4 19 59 17
   Last Year 0 2 16 73 9
 OATS
   This Week 2 5 27 55 11
 RYE
   This Week 1 2 14 67 16

MINOR COMMODITIES:  Peaches were rated
in fair-to-good condition.  Fruit set is moderately
heavy in eastern Oklahoma.  An early spring
freeze reduced prospects in areas of the North
Central district.  Watermelons were rated in
mostly good condition.  Planting ranged from 5
percent complete in the Northeast district to 97
percent complete in the South Central district.

ROW CROPS:  Corn, sorghum, and soybeans
which have emerged were rated in mostly good
condition.  Peanuts and cotton were rated in
mostly fair condition.  Corn planting ranged from
74 percent in the North Central district to near
100 percent in the West Central district.
Sorghum planting ranged from none in the
major-producing Panhandle to 45 percent in the
East Central district.  Soybean planting ranged
from none in the Panhandle to near 35 percent in
the East Central district.  Peanut planting ranged
from none in eastern Oklahoma to 18 percent in
the South Central district.  Cotton planting
ranged from none in the Central district to 12
percent in the North Central district

HAY: Cutting of alfalfa hay remains nearly two
weeks ahead of the 5-year average.  Harvest
ranged from 1 percent in the Panhandle to 77
percent in the South Central district.  Cutting of
all other hay is one week ahead of the 5-year
average.  Harvest ranged from 1 percent in the
Panhandle to 42 percent in the Southwest
district.  Armyworm and grasshopper infestations
were appearing in areas of the South Central
district.

HAY CONDITION BY PERCENT
Week Ending May 7, 2000

Very
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

 Alfalfa 0 2 22 62 14
 Other Hay 0 2 26 63 9

PASTURE:   Range and pasture condition
improved slightly but was still rated mostly good.
Ample moisture in eastern Oklahoma promoted
good growth and development while dry weather
reduced prospects in western counties.

LIVESTOCK:  Livestock were rated in mostly
good condition.  Heavy marketings were reported
as cattle were coming off grazed wheat pasture.
Feeder cattle prices were steady to $1 per cwt.
above last week.  Moderate insect activity was
reported concentrated in southern Oklahoma.

LIVESTOCK CONDITION BY PERCENT
Week Ending May 7, 2000

Very
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

 Livestock 0 1 16 70 13
 Pasture    
 & Range 0 3 23 62 12
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OKLAHOMA CROP PROGRESS
May 7, 2000

  Item This
Week

Last
Week

Last
Year

5-Yr.
 Avg   Item This

Week
Last
Week

Last
Year

5-Yr.
 Avg

 Wheat -  Soybeans - 
   Jointing 100 99 100 99    Seedbed Prepared 79 69 73 72
   Headed 93 76 81 74    Planted 31 25 19 22
   Soft Dough 15 12 17 8    Emerged 15 15 7 9

 Oats -  Peanuts -
   Jointing 99 99 94 82    Seedbed Prepared 71 61 71 78
   Headed 62 42 68 48    Planted 12 3 8 13
   Soft Dough 11 11 12 9

 Cotton - 
 Corn -    Seedbed Prepared 88 80 87 77
   Seedbed Prepared 100 93 99 100    Planted 6 3 8 6
   Planted 95 69 92 77
   Emerged 45 20 14 32  Alfalfa Hay

   1st Cutting 57 42 31 30
 Sorghum -
   Seedbed Prepared 68 53 56 51  Other Hay
   Planted 9 7 3 6    1st Cutting 24 17 19 16

 Watermelons
   Planted 82 69 71 46

WEATHER FOR WEEK ENDING MAY 7, 2000  -  Temperatures ranged from 36.8 degrees at Boise City
on Tuesday, May 2nd to 104.3 degrees at Grandfield on Sunday, May 7th.  Precipitation averaged 0.06 in.
Southwest district to 4.13 in. East Central district.  Individual Mesonet stations ranged from 0.00 in. at Altus,
Grandfield, and Mangum to 4.82 in. at Wynona.  Soil temperatures averaged 49 degrees at Goodwell to 92
degrees at Tipton.

TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION
Week Ending May 7, 2000

 Districts

Temperature Precipitation

High Low Average Past Week

March 1 to May 7, 2000

Total
Departure

from
Normal

Percent
of

Normal
Degrees Inches

 Panhandle 77 50 63 0.25 5.68 +2.17 162
 West Central 73 53 63 0.11 9.89 +4.86 197
 Southwest 78 57 67 0.06 8.60 +3.33 163
 North Central 75 55 64 0.39 8.70 +3.10 155
 Central 75 57 66 1.01 8.14 +1.06 115
 South Central 76 58 67 1.36 7.15  - 0.95   88
 Northeast 75 58 66 3.60  10.56   +2.15 126
 East Central 74 59 66 4.13 9.05  - 0.50   95
 Southeast 75 59 66 1.82 8.78  -1.96   82


